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Mo r eO'Ve r, the re are st 1.1,1 se r I on. s quest ion s about the 

'' a.ct:,u a 1 deg: :i:ee o f r i s "Ik: 1: o hurn an hea. 1 tin wh i ch I? CB s re p r e senI:"'" . 

Meithe r the RAMP nor the Haz, ard Asses sraent identi fy the speci fi c


nature and extent, of the danger to the hea11:h of New Bedford


res Idents oi th.e Harb0r envI ronrnen.t. posed by PCBs. The Ha. zard


Assessment relies on 'general statements about such t: h i  i ' . 1  1 > ai H 1


upon general citations to various studies In. con.cl.ud i m i Ih,  1 1  I I n'


the Harbor wa.rrants ac11. on uncle r Superfurid . ThI s raises seri ous


technica1 and 1 e :ja. 1 que sti oris . Un1, es s such threats to he a1th and


the environment are identified, the R.,i MP can.not. help to define


the obj e :::::: t.ive s of any ac: tions which shouId be taken,


The second paragraph a1 s c: sxpresse s c onee rn about the


"'" uricont, ro11e i p re senc E; ' of PCBs i. n the envlronment. 11. shou 1d be


it:eiTiembered that the presenc: 2 of PCBs rnust be ::::oup1ed. wi t.h a.


po tentia1 for exp ::> sure , Exposure i s , I n. t.urn dependent: up :»n. the


quan.ti ti. es invo 1ved and thei r accessibi 1 ity , Both of these


f ac tors nnust t = :: ::»nsi. de red 'when assessi rig any rerned i, a. 1 a. 11::.erna.


t: ive s . In addition, a third and ve ry i, nvf ::> rtant fac to r ' rhich must


be assessed. i s the toxi ci t, y of PCBs ,


In, thi s section, of the R.,i MP it i, s also stated that other


ch1 orin.ated hydrocarbons may be as soc iated wi th these components,


Ho1 /ever, nc: EIV i,dence is provided to support thi s statement in


genera1 or, more impor 1:ant1. y, wIth regard to Ne1 r Bedford Ha. rbor


in particular.
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1 'hat amounts. 11 is also unclear ' ,i'hy they are c an side red to be a


major c one ern when they i re re not addre ss ed i n the Superfund


haz; ard r ariki :n.g f o r thi s si te , Alrnos t, any i ridu st: r i a 1 ha ri: :::>i: wi 11


have " e 1 e '"a "I: ed co nce n. t. r a. t i, o :n. s o f hea vy ine t. a 1 s , a rid, w 11h the


1 i rn i ted fu nd s ava i. 1 ab 1. e f o r u s e i n N e'r Bed f or d, i t i s d i f f i. cu 11


to under stand why he avy me t a 1 s nan s t be studi ed at thi s t irne .,


In the final paragraph in section ] 2 it i s stated that


1'Buz z a r d s B a. y"' h a s I: 2 e n c 1 o s e d t o th e taki n g o f c e r t:ai n. '" c :::> m


me re i a 11y i rn,];:: ::> r t ant f i sh, " and a sugge s t i on, i s rna.de that " f r ee 

sw i. mm i ng spec ie s"' ar e in '' o 1 ved , No t on 1 y w a s Bu zz a, r d, s B a, y no t 

c 1 c se d,, Ibu t o n 1 y i r e a. s 2 a. rid 3 of t he On t, e r M ew Bed f ord H a rbor 

were ::: losed due to PCB contamination . The I nner Hart ::>r (Area, 1) 

w a, s c 1 os ed nn, any ye a r s ago d,u, e to c o 1 i f o rrn «:::: o n t aim, i n a, t i on , Pu r th e r 

mo re , the one " c :::>mni.e re i a 11y irnpo r t ant"'" spec i e s wh i ch ha s t sen


a f fe c te d I s th e 1 obs t. e r,


j .no the r s t a.t men t c :::> nt a. ine :::i i. n t he f in a 1 par a.gr aph I s th a, t


the PCB hot sp ::>ts"" in the up]::: ESI: area, of the Acushnet Ri ''er 

E s tu a. ry ' i i 11 b e '' the f oc u s o f i n i t i a 1, re rn e ::i i, a 1 me a, su r e s o ver the 

n e x t 6 12 nr ::> nth s'" . ,,i s d. I.s c u s s ed e a. r 1 i e r , "" in i t.i a. 1 r e rn. e ii a. 1 

rn e a su re =;" ' a, r e governed by s e c t i. on 300 , 6 8 o f the N C P, wh i, ch 

requi re s that c e r t; ai n de 1:e 11:11:1 i. rial: i ons t 2 made and c e rt ain c ::>rn.]rin,i t 

rn e n. t s t: 2 re<:::: e i ved f r o m. the s 1: a. t,e i n, o r de ::t: to und e r t a.ke su c h 

me a su re s , The Rj .KIP a s sume s t'ha t a. 11 the se r equ. I, r ernent:, s have be en 

me t i ri thou t iniaki ng adequate pr o\ i, s i ons f o r do i ng s o „ The R,,i .MP 

a. 1 so a, s s1 line 3 tha t the co s t. ly dredgi ng pro g i: am now ant i c ip a ted 
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1 ob s t e r s a re iec rea s i ng to 1 eve 1 s be 1 o w 5 pprn. and that natu r al
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8. Se_ction_l_L:4.J3


11 Is st a ted i n the KJ....... ME ..... that he a 1 th e f f ec t s and epi derni c ...........


1<:::> gi c a 1 studi e s '"' may """ be pur sued p ara1 1 e 1 to r enriedl a 1 ac tiv i t i e s,


11 i s di f f i cu11 , i f not iinpo s s Ible , hey...... fever , to de tie rmi rie "what:


ri sks are posed by the presenc .....s of PCBs and , hence , what remedi al


ac1 1 ons may be app ropri at e , un 1, e ss the hea 1 th e f fe...... ::::: ts, i, f any,


a s sex: i at ed '..... ri th PCB s in New1' Bedf o rd are known . PCBs have t..... een.


p res ent i n Mew Bedford Ha rbo r f o r o'«...... e r 40 ye ars, t ..... syond the


e x p e c t e d 1 a t e n,cy p e r I o d f o r a n y P CB• ...... r e 1 a t; e d i11 n. e s s e s , I n


add! ti on , the popu 1 a t i on o f New Bedf o rd may be re 1 a t i ve 1. y st a.b 1 e .


As a. re su1 1 , i 1: may t ..... 5 po s s I b 1 e to a sc e rt a i n f rom he a. 1 th studi e s


whe the r ..... the popu 1 at i on o f Mew Bedf o rd ha s expe r i enc ed. any del: r i .......


in e n 1: a 1 he a1 1: h e f f e c 1: s f r o :m P C B s a nd b;;,; ..... ...... iii. a t; rue a n s. Such i n f o run a. ........


t i on i s c rue i a 1 to the deve1 oprnent o f remedi a 1 ac t i vi t i e s ,


9.


The RAMP should not be read to imp]..;;,, ..... that. CDE i. s a. '"'|l resp ..... ::>:n. ........


s i, b 1 e p a. r ty'' a g a i, n s 1: i..... rhom e n f" o r <: .....5 m, e n 1: a. c t i o n. u n d. e r S up e r f u nd


v ou 1 d t.....3 app r op r i a 1:e , CDE ' s o n 1 y r e 1 e a s e 1:o the H a r b o r i s


f ede r a1 1,y p.....2 rmi tted and I nsi gni f i c: ant , and CDE has never 01..... rned


t. h e H a r b o r o r c o n t r a.c t: e d f o r d i s p o s a 1 i. n i t:, FIJI,r t.h e r in o re, a. s


exp 1 a. i ne.....::::::[ i n. the se <;::: eminents , the ac t i on E; and exp..... sndi ture s c on tern.


p 1 a te..... I b y t h e Rj..... ,MP a r e i n. c o n s I s t. e n t i n in an y w a y s w i t h the NCP


and , the re f o re , c ou Id not be a ba s i, s f o r i, irnpo s I ng Sup.....=: r fund. 

liability on any party ,
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